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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


Baghdad. 


5 AUgUSt, 1965. 


Please refer to my letter 1747/4/65 of 3 July to Warren-Knott in 
North and East African Department about the Charter of Arab Cultural 

-Unity. I now endlose a translation of this Charter; as this was 

prepared by the Embassy* s Translation Section, it should not be regarded 
as official. 




2. According to al-Balad of 14 July, the Charter has so far been ratified 
by Iraq, the U.a.R. , Jordan and Kuwait (Algeria was not mentioned) and 
has therefore already come into effect. The practical effects of this, 
at least as far as Baghdad is concerned, appear to have been minimal: 
though there has of course been a good deal of bilateral co-ordinatio 
and standardisation of school and university curricula with the^*^.* k ., 
now that so many Egyptian teachers and lecturers have be^n^s^conded to 
work in Iraq, as I commented in my letter 1747/3/64^1/ March, 1964, 
none of the delegates to the Conference of Arab Education Ministers which 
produced this Charter had, at best, more than lukewarm feelings about its 
value, but it was approved because no one wanted to oppose it. I imagine 
most of the members of the Arab League are quite happy to see it 
indefinitely gathering dust on the shelves of their Ministries of 
Education • 


3. I gel lending oopies of this letter and enclosure to Chanceries at 
Algiers, Amman, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, Khartoum, Kuwait, Rabat, 
Tripoli and Tunis, to the Residency at Bahrain and to the Political 

- Agency at Doha, with reference to my letter of 7 March, 1964, and I 

enclose two extra copies of the letter and enclosure for you to pass 
on to any other interested Departments. 



(D.K. Haskell) 


C.T. Brant, Esq., 

Eastern Department, 
foreign Office, 

London, SWi A 


CONFIDENTIAL 


LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL 


Charter of Arab Cultural Unity 


In response to the natural feeling of unity between the 
sons of the Arab nation, in the belief that unity of thought and 
culture is the basio pillar on which Arab Unity will be establis 
and that safeguarding the legacy of Arab civilization, trans¬ 
mitting it to succeeding generations and continuously renewing 
it guarantees the coherence of the Arab nation and its renaiss¬ 
ance as a romantic, pioneering force in the field of human civil 
iz3tion and world peace, based on the principles of justice, 
freedom and equality, 

In fulfilment cf the provisions of the Arab League Charts: 

and r>u,rsuant bo the eoccmplis’iments of tho Cultural Treaty 
concluded between tho Arab States in 1945, 


In pride 
joined the Arab 
imperialism, 


that c .art a in parts of the Arab Homeland have 
League, --i.’ter having shaken off the shackles 


of 


In anticipation that the Arabs will recapture their 
ueurned .only .Land and achieve complete freedom in other parts of 
tbhome-land, as a result of the unity of aim and unity of 
rh.f i.-3 achieved at the Summit Conference of Arab Kings and 
Preeidsnts, in many broad aspects of the life of the Arab Nation, 

In view of the effective impression which co-operation 
and progress in the fields of education and culture can have on 
world affairs, nn humanity, on the Arab Society and on Arab 
netionalism, 


Since such co-operation achieves a guarantee of Arab human 
rights in education, freedom, dignity and welfare and enables the 
individual to contribute to the service of his society, 

Since such co-operation assists the development and 
advancement of this society, on a sound basis of genuine spiritual 
values and modern scientific methods, 

Since such co-operation increases the influenoe of the 
Arab personality in world affairs, its capacity to stand up to 
the international forces of evil, represented by imperialism and 
zlonlsm, and its ability to contribute to the prasenatfan of wodd peace 
perform its historic task of building and furthering human eivil- 

i&srt ion, 

The Arab States have agreed upon the following Charter 
of Arab Cultural Unity:- 


/ARTICLE 1 



ARTICLE 1 


L J 


The aim of education and instruction shall be: 

To bring up an Arab generation which is self-aware and 
educated, believes in God, is loyal to the Arab Homeland, has 
confidence in itself and its nation, understands its national 
(racial) and human mission, holds fast to the principles of 
truth, right and beauty and respects worthy human ideals in its 
individual and collective behaviour: 

To bring up a generation which will prepare its members to 
develop their personalities in all their aspects, being willing 
to devote energy and labour, as well as the resources of char¬ 
acter end knowledge, to the joint struggle in which they can 
take part jtecUnrelop Arab society and guide it through the maze 
of development and advancement, to consolidate the position of 
the glorious Arab Nation, and to ensure their rights of freedom, 
security and a just life. 


Member States shad 
which will embody such 


dw up an Arab educational philosophy 
general principles, determine the 


objectives of education in all the preparatory stages, and 
reproduce these aims in the field of action and execution, so as 
to realise the hopes which the Arab Nation pins on the education 
of its youth. 


ARTICLE 2 


Member States shall co-operate fully in the fields of 
education, culture and science, by placing them on a basis of 
joint responsibility and integration, and shall work especially 
for the cc-ordination and development of educational regulations, 
the exchange of experience, information and matters of scientific 
and technical research, the exchange of teachers and experts, 
the mutual acceptance of students in schools, institutes and 
universities, the offer of technical assistance and participation 
in the construction of research institutes and centres, the 
holding of conferences and periodical study groups, facilitating 
the transmission of Arab printed matter, the co-ordination of all 
forms of athletic and artistic activities, and effective 
co-operation between the bodies and councils concerned with such 
affairs, whether governmental or non-fcovernmental. 


ARTICLE 3 

Member States shall agree to develop the cultural machinery 
at the Arab League (i.e. The Cultural Administration, The Arab 
Manuscripts Institute and The Arab Higher Studies Institute) 
into one organization, to include every agency within the scope 
of the Arab League an<3 to be called "The Arab Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation", in accordance with the 
constitution to be approved by the League Council on the 
proposal of the Second Conference of Arab Ministers of Education. 
Such an organization shall undertake the co-ordination of the 
joint efforts to be made by the Member States for the realization 
of this Charter in accordance with the organisation's 
Constitution. 


/ARTICLE 4 


ARTICLE 4 



Member States shall try to achieve equal educational 
standards by co-ordinating their educational regulations, 
particularly as regards the standardisation of educational 
stages, and the unification of basic Curricula, plans of study, 
text books, standards of examinations, principles for admission, 
grading of certificates, methods of training teachers and 
administration of educational establishments. 

ARTICLE 


Member States shall agree to co-ordinate among themselves 
the university and higher education, research centres and 
university institutes, to facilitate an exchange of experience 
in this field. The States shall work for the unification and 
grading of scientific degrees and for the stimulation of scientific 
research. 


A Higher Council shall be formed to co-ordinate university 
education in the Arab Hume‘lend, in co-operation with Arab 
universities and the authorities responsible for higher education, 
to achieve this co-ordination in all its aspects. 


The organization shall also work to establish a federation 
of Arab Universities and to encourage Arab Universities to join 
it. 


ARTICLE 6 


com- 


Member States shall co-operate in developing their 
educational regulations by working for the achievement of 
pulsory education, at least in the primary stage, for the 
eradication of illiteracy, for the provision and diversification 
of secondary education, for the provision of higher education for 
those qualified for it and for the provision of technical 
education, provided that this shall be done within a general plan 
designed to promote the social and economic welfare of the Arab 
countries. 


ARTICLE 7 

Member States shall agree among 
the establishment of scientific and educational institutes and 
cultural centres in their countries, particularly scientific 
institutes of extreme specialisation. They shall give attention 
to the publication of periodical magazines in various fields 
of science. 

ARTICLE 8 

Member States shall work to instruct the growing generations 
in holding fast to the principles of religion. 

ARTICLE 


Member States shall agree to raise the standard of female 
education, in accordance with the principles of religion, 

Arab values and modern scientific methods, giving due consider¬ 
ation to the reconciliation of this education with the require¬ 
ments of a woman’s mission to be a mother and a good member of 
society, having such rights and duties as are comformable with 
her responsibilities in society. 


ARTICLE 10 


Member States shall agree that the Arabic language should 
be the medium of instruction, study and research, preferably 
at all educational stages and at least in the primary and 
secondary stages. At the same time, the Arab States shall work 
to consolidate their students' contacts with the literary, 
scientific and technical aspects of modern culture, and shall 
assist them in perfecting the knowledge of languages which will 
enable them to understand this culture. 



ARTICLE 


In the cultural field, Member States shall endeavour to 
make known to their sons the social, economio, cultural and 
political conditions in other Arab countries, by means of text 
books, television, broadcasting, drama, the press or other 
means, as well as by constructing museums of Arab civilisation 
and culture and supplying them with material to ensure their 
success: and by staging periodical exhibitions of the arts 
and literature, as well as general and educational festivals 
in the Arab countries, 

ARTICLE 12 

Member states shall agree to compose "The Mother Book", 
which shall be considered as the definitive source for text 
books written on the history of the Arab countries, as well 
as their civilization, geography, language and literature and 
the values of the Arab society. 

A RTICLE 13 

Member States shall affirm the importance of devoting 
attention to the training of the Arab teacher: spiritually, 
by imbuing him with the principles of religion and original 
Arab values: nationally, by steeping him in Arab culture; 
professionally, by supplying him with the most modern educa¬ 
tional ideas and means of education and instruction: and 
scientifically, by furnishing him with a firm scientific 
grounding in the subjects of his specialisation. This 
acknowledges the belief that the teacher is the most 
important factor in implementing educational policy and 
achieving national development and social reform. 

ART I CLE 14 

% 

Member States shall, according to their special 
conditions and systems, assist in the establishment of an 
organisation for teachers in each country, to develop the 
standards of the teaching profession and raise the standard 
of the Arab teacher, provided that such organisations shall 
be grouped together in the Federation of Arab Teachers. 

ARTICLE 15 

The Arab States shall co-operate among themselves in 
reviving the Arab intellectual and artistic heritage, 
safeguarding it, publicising it, making it available by 
various means for those who seek it, translating its 
master-pieces into modern languages, and propagating 
knowledge of Arab and Islamic culture, modern aspects of 
Arab thought and present-day Arab issues. The Arab States 
shall also co-operate in spreading the Arabic language and 
script, and in facilitating their study in foreign countries 
generally, and in Islamic countries in particular. 

ARTICLE 16 

Member States shall stimulate and co-ordinate the 
efforts to be exerted in the translation of important foreign 
books, both ancient and modern. They shall also try to 
stimulate intellectual output in the Arab countries by 
various means, namely, the establishment of scientific and 
literary research institutes, and literary competitions, 
with prizes for outstanding achievements in science, 
literature and art, 

/ARTICLE 17 


ARTICLE 1 


The Arab States shall agree to strive for the unifica¬ 
tion of scientific and cultural terms, provided that the 
movement for Arabisation must help to enrich the Arabic 
language, while at the same time safeguarding its values. 

This shall be done in co-operation with the Permanent 
Arabisation Bureau of the Arab Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation, at Rabat, so that it may carry out 
its mission properly and may also co-operate with similar 
bodies which may later be established, 

ARTICLE 18 

Member States shall establish a Council for language 
academies, on which Arab academies, the Permanent Arabisation 
Bureau and experts in the field shall be represented. This 
Council shall be concerned particularly with the unification, 
co-ordination and publication of scientific terms, 

ARTICLE 19 

?<-ember States shall agree to consolidate the links 
between their respectl.v-3 libraries and scientific, 
historical and artistic museums by vario’ia means, such as the 
exchange of written material catalogues and copies of 
historical exhibits, and the exchange of technicians and 
missions of archaeological excavation; They shall also 
co-operate It. the field of uncovering , preserving, 
cataloguing erd reporting antiquities, as well ae rtilising 
them for scientific, educational and cultural purposes, 

ART ICLE 20 

Tho Arab States shall co-operate in exchanging 
cultural experience relating to music, the theatre, the 
cinema, popular arts, the press and other media of informa¬ 
tion, They shall also co-operate in recording these arts, 
sponsoring productions and co-ordinating the efforts of 
those working in these fields and helping them to exchange 
their experiences, 

ARTICLE 21 

Each Member State shall enact legislation to protect 
the literary, scientific and artistic copyright of any 
original work in these fields in every member state, of the 
Arab League, 

ARTICLE 22 

Member States shall agree to issue a law for the 
deposit of publications and archives shall be established 
in each state, provided that each State shall send to the 
archives of the Arab Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation, full particulars of each publication, in 
accordance with a special standard card to be prepared by 
the Organisation's Centre for archives. This Centre shall 
issue periodical bulletins listing what has been published 
in the Member States, 


/ARTICLE 2 


ARTICLE 2 


The States of the Arab League shall agree to exchange 
professors, teachers and experts between their scientific 
institutes on such general and individual conditions as may 
be agreed, provided that the period of service of such 
teachers, professors or experts as are government officials 
and are covered by the exchange, be considered as having 
elapsed in their governments' service and that their 
rights in regard to appointments, promotion and pension 
are preserved. They shall agree also to facilitate the 
movement of non-official persons and the conclusion of 
individual contracts with the governments or establishments 
which require their services, provided that this is done 
through the competent authorities and in accordance with 
the regulations laid down. 

ARTICLE 24 

Member States shall agree to exchange students and 
pupils between theix scientific schools and institutes, 
and to facilitate their admission, according to their' 
potentialities, at the appropriate stages and classes, 
giving due consideration to the regulations in force therein 


Ontil the achievement of the basic unification 
described in Article <5 of this Charter, ohe States shall, 
while retaining their general educationax regulations, 
establish a comparison between or unify the certificates 
f.;.r the various stages of study. They may conclude 
bilateral agreements to facilitate this. Each state shall 
also supply the necessary facilities for a member state or 
states wishing to construct houses for the residence of 
their own students. 


ARTICLE 2 


Member States shall co-operate in responding to 
cultural needs in the Arab countries where such needs are 
felt, and shall exchange technical assistance with each 
Other. 


ARTICLE 26 


Member States shall, to the best of their ability, 
actively encourage cultural, scouting and sporting tours 
among the Arab countries, in districts which the various 
governments allow to be visited, and shall endeavour to 
facilitate the preparations for all such tours. 

ARTICLE 27 

Member States shall undertake the necessary endeavours 
to align the trends of their educational and cultural 
legislation, and to achieve the greatest possible unity 
in such legislation and shall undertake comparative legal 
studies in the Arab countries, as regards the curriculr %■ 
in their universities and institutes. 

ARTICLE 28 


Member States shall co-operate and co-ordinate t 
efforts for the purpose of international cultural co- 
particularly with U.N.E.S.C.O., so as to exchange exp 
and organise and establish cultural foundations in ot 
friendly countries, 

/ARTICLE 



Signatory Stated shall ratify this agreement according 
to the requirements of their constitutional sysfcoms as soon 
as possible, and the instruments of ratification shall be- 
deposited with the Secretariat-General of the Arab League, 
*hich shall prepare a report on the deposition of the 
instruments of ratification by each State, and communicate it 
to the other contracting States, 

ARTICLE 30 

Arab countries which are not members of the Arab League 
may Join this Charter by means of a notification which shall 
be sent to the Secretary-General of the Arab League, their 
accession ehn*:i duly bo oommuniented to the other contracting 

States „ 



ARTICLE 31 

-his Charter she’ll be effective one mouth after the 
deposit of instrument* of ratification of the Charter by 
three Member States, 


.'-PTTCLE 32 


It is pe 
withdraw from 
she.3.1 be sent 

nots.C icr.i! 



•rissiblG fro 

its oblige • 
ro the Sec.ro 
hall be e:io 


any state bound bylfais Charter to 
r.ns by means of a not if i ration whioh 
tary-Gencrnl of +ria Arab league; the 
•;tive 4 one t \ear alter the date of its 


Baghdad, the Icc'u of Shawwal, 1383, cor responding to the 

29th of February. 1964# 



